
May 2006                                 Volume 14, No 5 

����������

���������	�
��������

�����
���������

��

 

 

 

Newsletter 
        Club web site: http://azbigtrains.org/ 

President’s Message  
By Bob Rauperstrauch 

Hello Garden Railroaders! 
 

I hope that all of you, in some way, were able to enjoy some aspect of the open house events that 
were held over the April 8-9th weekend.  We had 21 open houses available to our members and the 
public.  In addition, Dan Hoag had his front yard filled with vendors and had persuaded  neighbors 
to allow the modules to be set up in one front yard and to provide off street park- i n g 
in another.  
 

As a special treat, Jerry McKenzie set up his 
“Jerry’s Trains” module and was entertaining “kids” 
of all ages.  As always, the high speed Eggliners 
chasing each other were a great hit with the little 
ones.  Did I  mention the gerbil and tortoise?  To 
say nothing of the goldfish providing aquatic enter-
tainment!  And if that wasn’t enough, he has ex-
panded his module with a new “golf course” venue 
as well.  The detailing of the golf course grounds 
and flowers were done so meticulously that you 
could count the individual flowers on the edges of 
the golf course!  I expect that when Jerry gets to 
the BAGRS convention this year (he was invited to 
come with his “Eggliners for Children to Run”) he will be quite a hit.  
 

With all of the ABTO members open houses depleting the module staff, I spent Saturday helping to 
man the modules at Dan’s.  Then on Sunday, Sandy and I toured as many of the open houses as 
we could get to before time ran out.  I was quite pleased that everyone was showing a different as-
pect of garden railroading.  Newsletter photos will show that story on page 5. 
�

Now, next month’s meeting will be held at Brian and Rebecca Casull’s home and once again some-
thing different has been planned.  Brian took a page from Dennis Sirrine’s meeting, but took it one 
level higher.  Rather than working a switching problem on paper, Brian will be using his entire rail-
road as part of an operational problem.  We will divide into groups that will operate the railroad as  
part of the pre and post meeting activities.  I have previewed the operating challenge and can as-
sure you that you will have fun no matter what part of the task you are assigned. Here is another 
meeting you will not want to miss, as we truly explore the operational potential of Brian’s railroad. 
For those of you building railroads, this is a chance to see what works and doesn't work from the 
operational perspective. More details on page 11. 
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     Jerry’s new golf course at Dan Hoag’s Open House. 
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Calendar of Events 
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Glenn Sampson 

 
Secretary 
Roy Towne 

 
Treasurer 
Don Halver 

 
Member at Large 
Gerry Pfeiffer 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Rauperstrauch 

 
 
LAST MINUTE CHANGES  
PLEASE NOTIFY the   
PRESIDENT or a 
BOARD MEMBER, or  the 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR with 
information concerning a time, 
date,  location change or can-
cellation, in order  that all 
members can be notified by 
Email and the Calling Tree can 
be activated in a timely man-
ner. 
 
 
 
Constructive comments are 
always welcome! 
 

   
May    3-18                Rail Fans to the Glaciers 
     An ABTO sponsored activity 
 
    20    11 am-2pm  ABTO General Meeting 
     Brian & Rebecca Casull 
 
June    3        8:00am  Board Meeting 
     Home Town Buffet 
     1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
     
    8-11              Modules at The Queen Mary 
 
    17       12-3  ABTO General Meeting 
    M & M Mobile Home Park 
    details to be announced 
  
 July      1        8:00am        Board Meeting 
     Home Town Buffet 
     1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
  
    3-9                       National Garden Railway  Conv. 
     Bay Area Garden Railway Society 
     See ad page 4 
 
    15   11 am-2pm    ABTO General Meeting 
    M & M Mobile Home Park 
    Details to be announced 
 
Aug.      5        8:00am        Board Meeting  
                Home Town Buffet 
               2730 W. Bell Rd. - Phoenix 
   
    19  11am—2 pm   ABTO General Meeting 
            Ed and Mary Fishencord 
 
Sept .      2    8:00am           Board Meeting 
     Home Town Buffet 
     1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
 
    16  11 am-2pm      ABTO General Meeting 
     Mike Temenski 
 
 28-30    Tehachapi Rail Fan Trip 
     
Oct.        7    8:00am           Board Meeting 
     Home Town Buffet 
     1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
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Module Events 
By Ennis Thompson 

    

     Hi Everyone, 
                                   A n o t h e r  w e e k e n d  
      has passed by for the 
      ABTO modules at 
      Dan Hoag’s Open 
      House.  Our work staff 
      was limited with so                 
many module people opening their own lay-
outs for our railroad weekend.  Through the 
grapevine I hear that our member’s layouts 
throughout the valley showed very well.  This 
is all good preparation and practice for our up 
coming National Convention in 2008.  
 
Thanks for all the help and interest shown over 
this show.  Our next activity will be the “Last 
Queen Mary  Show”  on June 9th, 10th, &  
11th.  Many members have signed up for this 
“good time weekend” starting on the 9th at 
6:00am at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant off   
I-10 at Litchfield Park Blvd.   
 
Carol Kangas has a ladies group activity 
scheduled for Saturday, the 10th and there is 
also the now famous Saturday night dinner at 
the Italian Restaurant. 
Watch for any other news or meetings. 

Another approach to “Overheads” 
By Bill Nagel 

 

Nobody, but nobody, can create overhead runs 
or elevated modular structures like Dan Hoag.  
There are times however, that may require a 
simple, elevated track support from point A to 
point B that may not require Dan’s expertise.  
Since track and ties cannot be suspended in 
mid-air and must lay in or on something, I have 
found a solution - at least for straight and partial 
curves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2x6 building studs of wood are often replaced in 
construction projects by 2x6 galvanized iron 
studs.  They are available in different lengths and 
accommodate track perfectly.  Notice that they 
resemble troughs.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When cut to size, primed, painted, and affixed 
with track, they look fine and hold the track per-
fectly.  These studs come in a 2x4 size also and 
will work well as an elevated footpath. 
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In several articles in this issue, Eggliners are 
mentioned, so here is a picture of this fast mov-
ing, train car that careens around the train 
tracks at high speeds independently of any en-
gines. 

 
 
 

They are fast, fun, and kids love ‘em! 

This is an Aristo-

craft product and 

comes in a variety 

of road names. 

Garden Railway Magazine 
Reader Survey  Report 

How long have readers had  
garden railroads ?  

 

     10 years or more……………...28% 
     6-10 years……………………...23% 
     3-5 years………………………..27% 
     1-2 years………………………..13% 

Food for Thought! 
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Jerry’s Trains for Children 
are always a big hit. It is a module unit 
assembled at kid’s level for them to see 
and enjoy.  Eggliners speed around a 
real tortoise,  gerbil, and bowl of fish. 

 

Dan Hoag’s Annual Open House  -  April  8th & 9th 
It looks like he’s taking over the neighborhood!  It’s a good thing his neighbors like trains! 
Venders took over the side and front yard at Dan’s and ABTO modules were on display I 

                    in the  neighbor’s front yard!   

 

 
Visitors at Dan and Patience’s home enjoy trains in the 
garden, on the over head patio, and throughout the 
home.  That’s why her name is Patience! 
                                                                         Photos by Bob Rauperstrauch 

Dan’s Annual Open House with his garden 
railroad on display, is not to be missed.   
Ponds, waterfalls, and tunnels make a fine  
setting for his Eaglewings bridges.  

President Bob Rau-
perstrauch,  
Vice President 
Glenn Sampson, 
and module coordi-
nator  
Ennis Thompson, 
ready at the ABTO 
information table 
on Saturday. 

Dan’s back yard is “over the top.” 
Here come the Eggliners! 

So much for   kids to see   at Jerry’s. 


