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IT’S CONVENTION TIME 
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GARDEN RAILWAY CONVENTION.  WE ARE LOOKING FOR 100% 

TURNOUT. 

 

SEE YOU THERE.  THE BOARD OF ABTO 
   

Newsletter                          club web site: http://azbigtrains.org 

Volume 16. No. 3   March, 2008 

Arizona Big Train Operators 
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·FOR  SALE 
·San-Val Nickel Plated  
·Double Ball Bearing 
Wheels  
·$10.25per pair —Two Pair 
per Car  
·Jim Snyder  
·480-893-8456 
· jim22@qwest.net  

   
Money was found at Dennis  Sir-
rine’s        Regular Membership 
Meeting in    January.   
To claim the money, please call Jim  
Kangas at 480-659-1756. 

ABTO Board  Meeting-was held Saturday, March 1, 2008.  All board members were present and 15  
guests were present. PCH lights were going in this week. Rich Hull would like to see more members 
attend the picnic. Also Rich mentioned that vans would be used again this year to go to Tehachapi. 
Convention has almost 1000 registered, banquet is full, B-B-Q and Mexican meals are almost full,  
hotel is full and that we need more volunteers.  
The 501C-3 is almost done and that it would be retro-active to the day we applied. 
New Business: discussed Office 2007 for the newsletter.   
Possible location for May meeting Brian Casull or Tiz Rosa’s after Convention. 
The By-Laws Committee was appointed and they will be asked to meet and present changes to the 
Board 

                      
                      Thank You!!!! 
Jerry and Joanne McKenzie for a successful chili 

cook off.  Many varieties of chili were available 

and the judges to the left had a difficult time se-

lecting the winners of the three classes:   

Winners were: 

  Sharon Hull, Joanne McKenzie and Linda 

Wendler 

                       CONGRATULATIONS!!!! 

  Also to everyone who prepared their family chili 

recipes.  And all of the side dishes and desserts.    

  Thanks to all for a good time and plenty of food.
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2008 
CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  

  

Mar  1 8:00am       Board Meeting 

            Hometown Buffet, PHX 

  7 9:00am       Ostrich Festival SETUP 

             Tumbleweed Park 

             Chandler, AZ. 

   7 4pm-7pm       Ostrich Festival-RUN 

         8 10am-7pm      Ostrich Festival-RUN 

  9       noon-7pm       Ostrich Festival- 

                                                   RUN and TAKE  

      DOWN 

        15 11am-3pm      General Meeting 

             John & Pat Meyers 

        29 10am-2pm       National Convention 

              Meeting        

      San Marcos Hotel 

Apr      5 8:00am             Board Meeting  

                     TBA 

  6 11:00am        ABTO Picnic 

              Mc-Cormick/Stillman 

                                                      Railroad Park    

      28-29-30                  National Convention  
  

May  1-2-3-4          National Convention  

  17 TBA         General Meeting  

�� ������������	��	�
 �

      
President  
 
   Tony Vacek 
   623-566-9274 
   avacek@cox.net 
 
Vice President  
 
    Mike Temenski 
    480-659-8410   
mtemenski@earthlink.net 
 
Secretary  
 
    Denis Conte 
    623-972-4477 
    dconte2@cox.net 
 
Treasurer  
 
    Jim Kangas 
    480-659-1756 
    jkangasat@cox.net 
 
Member at Large  
 
    Glenn Sampson 
    602-938-9752 
    gksamaz@juno.com 
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ANNUAL ABTO PICNIC  
 
At McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park  
 
 Plans are underway for one of the most popular fam ily events each year for 
ABTO.  It’s the annual Family Picnic at McCormick-S tillman Park in Scottsdale.   
Sunday, April 6 is the date this year.  Take a day off from working on your layout for 
the convention and bring your family (kids, grandki ds, friends) out for a day of fun.  
  The cost is $7.00 for each individual 12 years of  age and older.  The club will 
provide all the hamburgers, hot dogs, condiments an d soft drinks.  Each member of 
your family will also receive a ticket to ride the parks, famous steam train.  Members 
are asked to bring a side dish salad, vegetable or dessert to accompany the meal.  
Start time is 11:00am and you can stay in the park until it closes. 
 This is the third year for the event in Scottsdale  and attendance has grown each 
time. Don’t miss out on the fun!  Sign-up sheets wi ll be available at the March meet-
ing at the Meyers’ home. 
 Remember relatives and friends are welcome to enjo y the fellowship of this 
great hobby. Rich Hull. 
Maps on page 7 
 
2008 MODULE INFORMATION 
 
  After a recent Module’s Group Meeting, we decided to attend the THE BIG TRAIN 
SHOW with the small Modules of Glenn Sampson, “The Helix,” and Jerry McKenzie’s 
“Jerry’s Train’s” in Ontario, CA. We will leave on June 6th in the morning and return on Sun-
day, June 8th after the show. People who want to stay in California until Monday are wel-
come. Since we don’t have the large modules at this show, it was decided to come back on 
Sunday night after the show. 
 Anyone wanting reservations at the hotel of choice from last year should contact Rich 
Hull for them. We will have two large get together’s for attendees at some eating places, as 
we did last year. Everyone is welcome to join in on the fun. 
 The first module event of the year will be the Chandler Ostrich Festival on the 7th, 8th 
and 9th of March. We will set up on  Friday morning the 7th of March @9:00am. The show 
is open from 4-7pm on Friday afternoon and evening; Saturday from 10-7 and Sunday from 
12-7. Tear down on Sunday is 7:00pm. You probably should be there 1/2 an hour to 1 hour 
ahead of time, so all of the kinks get worked out. Jim Kangas is in charge of set up on Fri-
day @9 and Ennis is in charge on Friday afternoon.  Saturday Jim Kangas will be in charge 
of everything and Ennis on Sunday. If you have any questions about the activity call Jim at 
480-659-1756 or Ennis at 602-527-0402. We hope everyone has a good time at the show. 
Thanks ahead. This event is about six (6) weeks before the National Convention.?? 
  About 100,000 people attend this function for the City of Chandler. 
Jim Kangas and Ennis Thompson      
 
THIS IS JUST A REMINDER ABOUT THE RUNNING SESSIONS AT DENNIS SIRRINE’S 
“PALO VERDE AND SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD ON MARCH 11th  AT 4:30PM 
 
So You Have Always Dreamed of Running a 17 Car Passenger Train or a 50 car “Hot 
Freight” Train Across the Flowing Hills and Flat Lands of Mesa 
Starting March 11th, Dennis Sirrine will open his la yout to ABTO members for a 
monthly running session on his PALO VERDE AND SOUTH WESTERN RAILROAD.? 
The sessions will begin at 4:30 on the second (2nd)  Tuesday of every month.? 
You may bring your own engines or use his equipment .?  During the 1st session,  
instructions will be given out to all attendees, as  to the operating rules,? use of air 
switches, battery and track power operations,? and general philosophy of the? PALO 
VERDE AND  
SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD.? 
Bring your engineer caps, drink, and skills to join  in the fun each month. 
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PLANS UNDERWAY FOR ANNUAL TRIP TO CALIFORNIA AND TE HACHAPI  
 
 For the fifth year ABTO members will have the opportunity to see the famous Tehachapi Curve in California 
and much more.  The dates for this years trip are September 11 to 14. Thursday to Sunday. As in the past, we 
will rent vans and split the cost among those participating. Each participant will be responsible for his/her room  
costs, meals and share of fuel for the van.  An exciting itinerary has been put together this year.  Of course, we 
will spend as much time as you wish at the most famous curve in American railroads, Tehachapi.  You also will 
visit Horseshoe Bend at Caliente and the famous Cajon Pass. 
 
Extra time will be set aside to explore the warehouse for Gold Coast Trains in Tehachapi.  Hans has one of the 
largest inventories of LGB engines, cars and accessories in the country.  We also will be staying close to the 
Upland Train Store, so there will be a shopping opportunity there.  The group will visit the famous Fairplex Lay-
out at the L.A. County Fairgrounds in Pomona If you haven’t seen this layout, it is a must see.  If you have seen 
it in the past there are a lot of changes to enjoy. 
 
The group has been invited to the back lot of Disneyland to see the Disney Trains up close.  You will be able to 
touch, ride and photograph plus hear the story of probably the most famous steam trains in America. The group 
will also visit a couple of layouts in the Los Angeles Basin and end our trip at the huge Roger Clarkson layout in 
Riverside. Roger has made major changes in his layout since we saw it last year. The group will return to the 
valley by Sunday noon. This annual trip has many repeat participants and there is lots of fun, laughs and fellow-
ship over the three days. All hotel reservations and meal arrangements will be made for you.  All you do is show 
up with your suitcase, a camera and be prepared for a  great time. Sign up sheets will be available at the March 

             Invitation to all ABTO members from Brian Casull  

Dave Baule of Tracks Ahead will be shooting a feature on the Snort Bear & 
Widget RR  on Monday the 17th of March from 8-5  Per the “script. 

        It’d be nice to see guests and kids visiting the layout. 
As a way of saying thank you to the club for all of the help I  
received in my time of need, I would like to invite anyone in  ABTO  
with some time on their hands to come for the shoot. I would like to 
highlight the ABTO during the videotaping. 
DETAILS:  
David said that around noon would be the best time. I will supply 
water and some low techs munchies (even though Al suggested 
wine). It would probably be a good idea to get a head count. I would 
wear ABTO vests, etc. 
Brian Casull—bhc8924@earthlink.net 



6 

     General Meeting and Auction  
                       Saturday, March 15, 2008  

  11:00am-3pm  
John and Pat Meyers (Map below) 
Meatball sandwiches and beverages will be fur-
nished. 
Please RSVP Mike Temenski at mtemenski@  
earthlink.net or telephone number-(480)-659-8410 
with the potluck dish, dessert, etc. you will be bring-
ing.  
Please bring your lawn chairs. 
Convention signs for Open Houses and your volun-
teer 
Convention t-shirts can be picked up at the meeting. 

   Thank You to Terry Haas 
who personally donated eight 
14 foot ratchet tie downs to   
the club for the modules. 

 2008 brings a New Year. If you 
would like to host a meeting,    
please call a Board Member. 
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             PICNIC MAPS of 

  McCORMICK STILLMAN RR 
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             A.B.T.O   COMMITTEES 
 
 Meeting Coordination         Newsletter  
 JohnMeyers—602-841-7564   Ginny Morris—480-248-9130 
 jtprmeyers@cox.net    putterm@cox.net 
 
 Modules       Raffles  
 Ennis Thompson       Karen Lenzen—623-581-2452 
 egtrailroading@aol.com    karenlenzen@yahoo.com 
 
 Phoenix Children’s Hospital            Social Activities  
 Jerry McKenzie—520-466-5938  Rich Hull—480-802-5308 
 sparetimeaz@msn.com    rhull10@wbhsi.net 
 
 Web Site       Apparel  
 Mike Lewandowski—623-536-1954  Jim Snyder—480-893-8456 
 fun2rr@msn.com     jim22@qwest.net 
 
 Membership      Public Relations  
 Gerry Pfeiffer—480-924-8844   Ennis Thompson—602-527-0402 
 gerry_pfeiffer@msn.com    egtrailroading@aol.com 
 
        Rich Hull—480-802-5308 
        rhull10@wbhsi.net 
 
 

  ARIZONA BIG TRAIN OPERATORS  
 

     ABTO OBJECTIVES     ABTO MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Membership in Arizona Big Train        Membership fee is $35 per family, per year  
Operators is open to anyone with        and entitles you to one vote per family 
an interest in gardening and creating,       membership. 
construction, and operating large.  
scale model railways. At our meetings,       Membership entitles you to attend all    
items of mutual interest associated         meetings and events and receive the  
with the hobby are discussed and        monthly ABTO newsletter and one name 
demonstrated.           badge.  Additional badges may be  
Meetings are typically held at member’s       purchased for $7.00 each.    
homes, where they have the opportunity 
to showcase their railway creations.   ABTO NEWS CONTRIBUTIONS 
Meetings are usually held on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month.          Members are encoura ged to contribute  
             articles, letters, illustrations or photographs 
 ABTO BOARD MEETING INFORMATION       related to garden railroading to include in the 
                     newsletter. Items may be used at a later date                             
Board meetings are usually held on the first      
Saturday of the month.          ABTO members who have hobby related items
             for sale or trade may submit an advertisement. 
Board meetings are open to members who       for publication at no charge using four lines— 
are current on their dues and have an item       more if there is space:  
for the agenda. If you plan to attend, call a            name, item, phone # and E-mail. 
board member to confirm location, time and      Submissions must be in to the editor by the 
date.             first Saturday of the month by USPO or e-mail 
  


