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President’s Message
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With copper wire, a torch, and a little
+ " patience, John shows members how
B " - easy it is to make lights.
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ABTO Board Members Calendar of Events
President Mar Chandler Ostrich Festival
Bob Rauperstrauch (modules
18 1lam-2pm ABTO General Meeting
Vice President John & Pat Meyers
Glenn Sampson
S — Apr. 1 8:00am Board Meeting
RW—TO\,\%G Home Town Buffet
1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale
2 11:30am Picnic in the Park
—'[I')reasurer McCormick - Stillman Railroad Park
on Halver )
Replaces General Meeting
8-9 10am —3pm Spring Open House Tours
Member at Large See addresses page 3, & ad page 4
Gerry Pfeiffer
15 TBA NO GENERAL MEETING!
(Lots of activities in April)
Newsletter Editor
Sandy Rauperstrauch 29 8:00am Board Meeting
(for the May 6th meeting)
Home Town Buffet
LAST MINUTE CHANGES 2730 W. Bell Rd. - Phoenix
PLEASE NOTIFY the
ggiﬁ'gfﬂ’g\;g EaR - May 20 TBA ABTO General Meeting
, or e .
NEWSLETTER EDITOR with B & Relere Casull
information concerning a time, )
date, location change or can- June 3 8:00am Board Meeting
cellation, in order that all mem- Home Town Buffet
bers can be notified by Email 1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale
anq the Cglling Tree can be
activated in a timely manner. 8-11 Modules at The Queen Mary
Constructive comments are
always welcome! 17 TBA ABTO General Meeting
July 1 Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale
3-9 National Garden Railway Convention
Bay Area Garden Railway Socicety
There are several months in 2006 that need meeting hosts. June, July,
August, and October are still open. Please call Glenn Sampson if you
are interested in hosting a general meeting.
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< 7’;(\0 SPRING OPEN HOUSE TOURS
o SEE TRAIN LAYOUTS ALL OVER THE VALLEY WW 5

Sat April 8th 10:00 am - 4.00 pm

Sun April 9th 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Pick any home to start - collect maps to the next homes as you go.

Or, you can print the maps from the web site. www.eaglewingironcraft.com
See 10 homes and be eligible for a raffle. Get the form and details at any home you visit.

East side open houses
Busby, Dennis & Dana
Zucker, Bob & Debbie  (Sun)
Johnson, John & Dorothy(Sun)

Mesa

Sirrine, Dennis & Lizbeth (Sat & Sun)
Haas, Terry & Adrienne (Sat & Sun)
Dunshie, Ed & Carole (Sat & Sun)
Pfeiffer, Gerry (Sat)
Banner Desert Hospital (Sat & Sun)

Phoenix area
Hoag, Dan & Patience  (Sat & Sun)
Benner, Rodney & Janet (Sat)

Meyers, John & Pat (Sat)
Job, Pius (Sun)
Alberti, Gary (Sat)
Derr, Randy (Sun)

North Phoenix

Casull, Brian & Rebecca (Sat)
Bartholomew, Paul

Frank, Gene & Roberta (Sat)
Adobe Mountain RR (Sat & Sun)

Chilton, Sally (Sat)
West Phoenix

Liesegang, Terry (Sat)
Sun City Grand Club House (Sat)
Ohri, Philip

Bob & Eleanor ? (Sat)

There will be an Open House Dinner, (Dutch Treat) for all to meet!
Location: Macayo s Mex. Restaurant, 4001 N. Central Ave, PhX. (s. of indian Sch . Rd. )
Date. Saturday, April 8 Time: 6.00

RSVP by calling 602-276-8101 no later than March 31
Let s have a fun weekend visiting different train layouts!
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GARDEN RAILROAD
FANS!

e s

Saturday, April 8th from 10am - 4pm
Sunday, April 9th from 10am - 3pm

See the MODULES on Display

At Dan Hoag's open house
Go to the web site to print maps
www.eaglewingsironcraft.com
A great weekend to see G-scale trains

The Great Reversing Loop Experiment
By Al Wendler
At the October ABTO meeting, | asked who had suc-
cessfully installed a reversing loop on their layout. No
one raised their hand, so | decided to investigate the
task for myself.

First, a definition: A reversing loop is a loop of track
that begins and ends at the same point off of a straight
section of track. So the locomotive departs the straight
section going one direction and when it completes the
loop, it is going the opposite direction when it returns to
the straight section. The challenge is that where the rall
rejoins the straight section, the polarity of the track
changes from (+) to (-) or vice versa.

So why use a reversing loop? Two reversing loops,
one at each end of a straight section offers continuous
operation without the need to create a complete oval or,
alternatively, a double track between the ends. This can
potentially save a lot of track as well as allow a point-to-
point layout along a narrow yard. In my case, | was try-
ing to prepare a long mainline track section and elimi-

Phoenix Children’s

Hospital
By Sandy Rauperstrauch

Most of you know that ABTO
facilitates the train atrium at
the PCH, and if you keep up
with all the details in the
newsletter, you also know
that a pond has been in the
construction process for sev-
eral months. On February 8th The Pond Gnome, Paul
Holdeman and his crew, completed the pond and waterfall
and it is a great addition to the train atrium. Because of
ABTO'’s busy schedule, the target date for completing the
village is April 15. The dedicated ABTO crew that volun-
teer their time at PCH will make this another eye catching
scene of the quality we've come to expect.

Photo by Gerry Pfeiffer

Photo courtesy of the editor

nate the need to buy another 100 feet of straight track.

A great resource for solving many kinds of track prob-
lems is the hard-cover book “Explore the World of LGB”
which can be purchased on-line for about $35. The LGB
10151 Reverse Loop Track product provides insulated
track sections with the diodes necessary to solve the
electrical problem on the loop. This leaves only the
problem of changing the polarity on the straight section.

The afore-mentioned book suggests three different
methods:

1. Manual - the operator manually changes the power
supply polarity each time the train leaves the loop. Not
a great option.

2. Automatic — a system whereby the train must go
through the loop in the same direction each time.

3. Fully automatic — where the train is allowed to go
through the loop in either direction, based on how the
entry switch is set.

| tried all three systems and got each one to work satis-
factorily. However, after spending countless hours on
the project, | ended up biting the bullet and buying an-
other 100 feet of track to create a long double mainline
instead of a single track main. Why? Strange as it
might seem, this was actually a temporary layout. Fully
implementing both reversing loops was going to require
running a whole lot of wires hither and yon, which |
couldn’t really justify after deciding that the next version
of the layout was going to be significantly different. Now
that | know how to install a reversing loop, | plan to use
the set-up on a completely different section of the new,
improved layout.

Feel free to call me if you need any help installing your
own reversing loop.

Al Wendler




