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 News from the 2008 Convention Committee    June 2006 
By Mike Lewandowski  

 
It just seems like yesterday that I was reporting on the convention status. 
Now five months later, many additional tasks are coming into focus. Time 
is moving on and after the 2006 Santa Clara convention we will be moving 
into high gear reviewing the convention performance and making adjust-
ments to our convention plans.       
 

 As of our April 22nd, 2006 meeting, we are well on our way to meeting 
overall convention goals. Here are just several key goals that have been completed since our last re-
porting period: 
 

 We now have a solid working budget that has been carefully crafted by all team members. Don 
Halver is  responsible for  maintaining and ensuring budget compliance. 
 

 Convention publicity has started in earnest with both the convention web site                                                  
(www.ngrc2008.org ) and  convention advertising in the Garden Railroad magazine. Next step is to 
have a multimedia presentation at the 2006 National Convention in the Bay Area during the 1st week 
of July. If you are going, please stop by and volunteer your services to man the booth. Janet Mitchell 
is heading this publicity effort. 
 

One of the main events has been finalized into a working implementation plan. The Adobe Mountain 
BBQ festival will be held on Friday May 2nd, 2008. This effort is being spearheaded by Larry Hatch and 
Gene Frank from the AMRS club. It is expected to be well attended with many side sponsored events 
to be planned. Watch for more details in the coming months. 
 

A new team has been formed to implement the printed program and  progress is being made for up-
dates at the informal  ‘08 convention meeting that will be held at BAGRS. 
 

Another new and important team is the “greeters”, a team of four who will be the welcome committee 
and provide information during the week of the convention. 
 
 

 Finally, as promised, a first look at the 2008 Convention Week timetable, thanks to Dick Izen: 
 

 
 

 Our next Report will be in Oct. 2006,   conv_secretary@cox.net  

Event Tues. 4/29 Wed. 4/30 Thurs.  5/1 Fri.  5/2 Sat  5/3 Sun  5/4 

Registration 12 – 8 PM 6-1PM 6 -12 N 6 -12 N 6 -12 N --------------- 

Mexican Fi-
esta 

  7–10 PM         

Adobe  M t n . 
BBQ 

      5 – 8 PM     

Banquet         7 – 9 PM   

Clinics -------------- 3 – 6 PM 6 – 9 PM -------------- 3 – 4 PM -------------- 

Layouts Tours 
  

8– 2 PM 
Tuc 
No Bus 

8  - 1PM 
PHX 

9 – 5 PM 
Tuc 

8 – 1 PM 
PHX 
  

8– 1 PM 
PHX 

9 – 2 PM 
Tuc 
No Bus 

C o m p a n y 
Store 

12–10 PM 7–10 PM 7– 10 PM 7 – 10 PM 7–4 PM 7 – 3 PM 

Vendor Hall -------------- 2 – 6 PM 4 – 9 PM 11:30– 2:30 
PM 

8 – 4 PM 8 – 3 PM 

  



ABTO   
Committee Heads  
 
Activities 
  Glenn Sampson 

 
  Jim Kangas  

 
Modules 
  Ennis Thompson 

 
  Denis Conte 

 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
  Jerry McKenzie 

 
Banner Desert Hospital 
  Bob Clark 

 
Web Site 
  Mike Lewandowski 

 
Other Positions  
 
2008 Convention/Club 
Correspondence   
  Mike Lewandowski
  conv_secretary@cox.net 
 
Raffles and prizes and Librarian 
  Tony Vacek 

 
Photo Archivist 
  Jack Slinkard 
 
Club Interaction Facilitator 
  Bob Rauperstrauch

 
Publicity 
  Dave Stone 

 
Meeting Host Coordinator 
  Jim Kangas - East Side 

 
  John Meyers - West Side 

 
Shirt, Badge, & Vest Coordinator 
  Jim Snyder
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 Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
 

The Village has been completed! 
Complete!  

Banner Desert Hospital 
 

By Sandy Rauperstrauch 
 

If you read the minutes of the ABTO 
Board meeting, then you know that 
ABTO has been officially asked to 
help with the trains at Banner Desert 
Hospital.  Please Call Bob Clark if 
you would like to assist one day a 
week in this worthy project.   

 

The first week of May was a busy 
time for Ennis Thompson who 
hauled rubble, dirt and rock into the 
hospital to build up an area for the 
village.  Thanks Ennis, for a good 
job done. 
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