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MAKING STRUCTURES OUT OF REAL 
 (OR CULUTRED) STONE 
Presented by John Meyers 

June 17, 2006 
ABTO General Meeting 

 

 Gather the following equipment and materials: 
• A 7” wet saw 
• Utility knife 
• A pair of tile nippers 
• A pair of tin sips 
• A small wire brush 
• Styrofoam for making a mold 
• Hardware wire for reinforcement 
• Clear plastic wrap 
• Quikrete Vinyl cement patcher 
Blocks of rock or cultured stone cut to size 
 

 Steps: 
 1.  Determine the width and height of your building. 
 2.  Make a frame (box) out of Styrofoam for the side of   
 the building.  (Opposite sides will be the same)   
 3.  Line the inside with clear plastic.  Freezer paper 
 works well because it has a sticky side. 
 4.  Arrange the cut rock blocks inside the frame,  
 staggering the joints, and leaving a dovetail  
 effect on the sides. 
 5.  Put a piece of hardware wire over the blocks and fit 
 to frame. 
 6.  Mix the concrete  to a soupy consistency. 
 7.  Pour the cement mixture inside the frame, covering 
 the wire screen. 
 8.  Vibrate the frame to settle the mixture. A sander or 
 Saber saw held against the side of the frame 
 works well. 
 9.   Let dry for about 3-4 hours. 
10.   Carefully remove block wall from frame. 
11.   Use a utility knife and a wire brush to clean the front 
 surface, exposing the texture of the rock. 
12.   Fill in any holes on the front surface with a soupy 
 cement mixture. 
13.   Allow to dry about an hour. 
14.   Dip the wall in water and brush quickly to finish. 
15.   Repeat the process for the opposite wall, stacking 
 the blocks on the side of the frame  in the same 
 dovetail pattern as the first wall. 
 16.  For the other two walls, (if building is square) the 
 same box can be used alternating the dovetail on 
 the sides to fit the first  two walls.  Some scraping 
 may be  needed to fit sides together. 
 

Step #5 

Step #4 

Step #3 

Finished wall 
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                    Hints and Tricks 
By Gerry Pfeiffer 

 

About three months ago, I was struggling to cut ce-
ment board bases to use under my houses on my lay-
out. I tried to cut them on my table saw, and with a 
hand held saw, without success.  The teeth on the ta-
ble saw were not fine enough to work properly and the 
dust was a problem.  The hack saw 
did not cut the cement board very 
straight and the teeth on the saber 
saw were gone after 3-4 feet. 
I decided to get an extra fine blade for 
the table saw for about $25, and live 
with the dust! While at Home Depot, I 
spoke with a ceramic tile installer who 
suggested using a ceramic blade for 
the saber saw. I purchased a $7 blade 
(Bosch #T130RF1 30 grit) and it 
worked perfectly.  So far I have cut 
two 2’ x 4’ cement boards into 12-14 
pieces.  The blade cuts through the 
1/2 “ board straight and does not show 
much ware.  

Used blade New blade 

     MODULES: Queen Mary Farewell 

  By Ennis Thompson 

Two weekends ago, the Module Group made their final 
trip to The Big Train Show at the Queen Mary.  Next 
year the annual show will be held in Ontario, CA at a 
large exhibition hall.  The same venue will continue ex-

cept the "earth shattering horn" won't sound at 12:00 noon and 3:00 
PM.  They are expecting more vendors, people, and participation, due to the 
creation of the new show. 

 A special thanks to all of the 
club members and wives who 
participated in the f i-
nale.  Carol Kangas set up an 
itinerary for all of the wives to 
see on Saturday and Sun-
day.  The Titanic exhibit on 
the Queen Mary was very in-
teresting.  I'd say the Aquar-
ium was the most talked about  
event when everyone came 
back from these tours. 

Three nightly dinners were very interesting and fun too.  Many people at-
tended the USA Dinner Show on the ship, while the rest of the people went to 
a dessert utopia. Terry Haas didn't win anything this year at the dinner. 

I personally felt the modules looked better than in any other show.  Again, 
thanks for all of the help, and I hope everyone didn't spend too much of their 
money on their new train items and eats! 

ABTO puts on the last great show in front of the Queen! 

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor


