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President’s Message 
By Tony Vacek  

Welcome 2008.  Here we go, starting a new year.  2007 ended with a super Christmas party at the Landmark Restaurant.  
The food was excellent and everyone had a great time.  Thank you Gerry Pfeiffer for planning it and thanks to Katy 
Sampson, Carol Kangas and Lou Towne for the table decorations. 

 
2008 will bring our National Convention to its climax.  This has been a long time in planning.  Many hours have been spent 
by the committee heads here and in Tucson working out every little detail.  Hopefully, we have not missed anything.  Now 
the final steps must be taken.  We will need the help of every member from both clubs.  People will be needed to act as 
bus tour guides, assist in the exhibit tents and also helping check clinic rooms for setups, and various other jobs.  You will 
soon be contacted to help, so please start thinking about what you can do for this great event. 

 
I think we should all send a big thank you to Bob Rauperstrauch, Glenn Sampson, Roy Towne, Don Halver and Gerry 
Pfeiffer for the 2 years they have spent managing the club operations of ABTO.   
THANK YOU. 

 
Now a new board will take over.  There may be a few changes, but I can only hope that ABTO continues to prosper. With 
your continued help and loyalty, it can be better then ever. 
 
We are on the right track. 

ABTO   
Has A NEW BOARD! 

 
As you know, November of 2007 was the voting 
month for the new ABTO Board members for the 
2008 and 2009 term of office.  For those of you 
who did not attend the November meeting at 
Adobe Mt, where the ballots were gathered and 
counted by the nominating committee, the new 
Board Members are: 
 
President—Tony Vacek 
Vice-President—Mike Temenski 
Secretary—Denis Conte 
Treasurer—Jim Kangas 
Member at Large—Glenn Sampson 
 
We extend our best wishes to these folks in their 
challenges ahead.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the ABTO Christmas party, Bob Rauperstrauch on the left passes   
the office of ABTO President on to Tony Vacek.   It was a terrific  party 
at the Landmark Restaurant and finalized the year of activities for 
2007. The atmosphere was festive, the dinner superb, and the beauti-
ful room was topped off with very creative and  beautiful table decora-
tions provided by Katy Sampson, Carol Kangas and Lou Towne. Their 
efforts are very much appreciated and the table door prize winners 
were pleased with the holiday prizes.  

Photos by Sandy R 

ABTO Dues are due!  See page 6 



 

  

Calendar of Events 
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ABTO Board Members 
2008 
President 
 Tony Vacek 

 
Vice President 
 Mike Temenski 

 
Secretary 
 Denis Conte 

 
Treasurer 
 Jim Kangas  

 
 
Member at Large 
Glenn Sampson 
 602-938-9752 
gksamaz@juno.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Rauperstrauch 

 
LAST MINUTE CHANGES  
PLEASE NOTIFY the   
PRESIDENT or a 
BOARD MEMBER, or  the 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR with 
information concerning a time, 
date,  location change or can-
cellation, in order that all mem-
bers can be notified by Email 
and the Calling Tree can be 
activated in a timely manner. 
 
Constructive comments are 
always welcome! 
 
 

2008 brings a new calendar and a new set of ABTO layouts to see.  If you would like to host a 
meeting, please call Bob Rauperstrauch at 480-753-9690 or Glenn Sampson at 602-938-9752 
 

                    2008 

 
 
Jan 19 12:00 - 3:00pm ABTO General Meeting 
     Dennis & Lizabeth Sirrine 
 
Feb     2 8:00am  ABTO Board Meeting 
     TBA 
           
           16        TBA   ABTO General  Meeting 
     Mike Temenski / Lynn McClure 
 
  Mar    1  TBA   ABTO Board Meeting 
     TBA 
 
  7, 8 &9    TBA  Chandler Ostrich Festival 
     Tumbleweed Park, Chandler, AZ 
 
 15        11am-3am              ABTO General Meeting 
       John & Pat Meyers 
 
April    TBA    ABTO Board Meeting 
       TBA 
 
  TBA   ABTO General Meeting 
      
 6    ABTO Annual Picnic 
     McCormick/Stillman Railroad Park 

Trivia 
For those of you who may not have heard, San Val is closing 
its doors. The president, Al Kramer is retiring after 30 years.  
They are still selling out of the store until the final closing 
date.  Not sure when that is?? And then the merchandise will 
be available on Ebay. 
 
This had been one of our favorite stops when in California... 
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2008 Modules 
Here’s what’s new! 

By  Ennis Thompson 
Module Meeting, January 29th 6:30pm 
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ets 

Along with all of the other activities, it's that time of the year to start planning for THE MODULES IN '08.  Katy and 
Glenn Sampson have volunteered to host our first meeting of the year.  The meeting will start at 6:30 PM.  Their ad-
dress is :   

                            4222 West Monte Cristo Ave., Phx.                           
   Ph. #: 602-938-9752.   

Monte Cristo is north of Greenway Road on 43rd Ave. about four 
blocks;  then turn east on Monte Cristo.   

Our first show of the year is the Chandler Ostrich Festival in 
March.  We have a two day show there.   

Let’s make this POT LUCK DESSERTS ONLY this year.  We'll 
have to eat dinner at home.  So bring something good to share! 
       
ANYONE INTERESTED IN THE CLUB MODULES IS WELCOME 
TO THIS MEETING.  If you are unable to make the meeting, contact either Jim Kangas or Ennis Thompson and we'll 
keep you up to date on any meetings or shows.       Ennis Thompson, 602-527-0402 or Jim Kangas, 480-659-1756 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSES 

       It's been about three weeks already, since our gallant Open House participants closed their mainlines to another 
year.  Children and adults alike, eye-balled, crouched down or stood back looking at each ABTO layout with beaming 
eyes.  These sights took each and every individual into fantasy land for the holiday season or the past.  
       Adjusting to the elements of wind, moisture and just plain cold weather, railroaders had to reach into their repertoire 
to keep their shows going.  The water was too deep in some yards and a few of our members were unable to open one or 
two evenings. 
       Even with all of these problems an estimated 9,000 people viewed the open club layouts in four nights.  We'd like to 
thank everyone, owners and volunteers alike, for their efforts to promote Garden Railroading at Christmas time, collecting 
donations for the Phoenix Children Hospital's present and future train layouts at the hospital.  Our sincere Thanks! 
      Some changes are being made in preparation of the 3rd Annual ABTO and PCH Christmas Open Houses.  Earlier 
start time, advertising, and goals are some of issues being talked about.  If you have any items for us to investigate, 
please contact me on my email or telephone.  We'll definitely get a group together to make these decisions. 
Ennis Thompson 

ABTO trains at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 

Miniature Christmas lights dress up this street scene and minia-
ture tree on Dennis Busby’s ABTO open house Christmas tour.    
It was a great layout to see, as always! 
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National Garden Railway Convention 
Information 

It’s the count down (90 days +)  
as we get closer to the convention opening dates. 

 
There are a few loose ends that need to be addressed. 
It is a must that everyone register—you will not be able to see layouts on 
tours or visit and purchase items at the exhibit halls without your convention 
lanyard.  Don’t forget, we are offering some terrific clinics and seminars free 
to registrants and it is all happening right here at your very own back door.  
You would have to spend a lot of money on gas or air tickets to get to a con-
vention anywhere else, so don’t miss out. This is a real deal!!! 

 

Volunteers:   
When you are not hosting or working at an open house for tours, you will be needed every available 
minute at the hotel.  Every able bodied train enthusiast, friend and relative will be needed to help.    
We are also trying to get our volunteer list up to date because the T-shirt order is going in.   
Volunteers are able to get t-shirts at cost:  
  (Small - X-Large for $7.00, XX-Large for $8.00, and XXX-Large for $8.50).   
The hosts will get 2 t-shirts at no charge.   
It’s not hard labor! It should be a fun time for all involved! So call Gerry Pfeiffer 480-924-8844 

to put your name on the volunteer list and also get your name on the list for shirts. 
This will be the last call for T-shirts.    

How do you get your T-Shirts? 
All shirts, layout signs, crossbucks (if you do not have them) are to be 
picked up at the ABTO March 15 meeting at:  
    John and Pat Meyers 
    3235 W. State Ave. 
    Phoenix, AZ   -  Phone  602-841-7564 
 
Just an update.  Maps for the tours have been printed so the dates are set. As 
stated above, no one will be allowed entry to a layout without the convention 
lanyard.   The volunteer person at the Guest Book outside the layout checks for 
this.   
Pat will be sending reminders about having water available and saving your wa-
ter bottle receipts and about 14 other reminders in case you lost the list!  
 
Don’t forget to purchase this one of a kind AMS 1:29 Convention Stock Car 

Quantities are limited—cost, $100.00 
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ABTO   
Committee Heads 
 
Activities 
  Mike Temenski– 480-659-8410 
  mtemenski@earthlink.net 
 
  Jim Kangas - 480-659-1756 
  jkangasat@cox.net  
 
Modules 
  Ennis Thompson - 480-813-0114 
     602-527-0402 
  egtrailroading@aol.com 
  
 Jim Kangas - 480-659-1756 
  jkangasat@cox.net 
 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
  Jerry McKenzie - 520-466-5938 
  sparetimeaz@msn.com 
 
Web Site 
  Mike Lewandowski  -623-536-1954 
  fun2rr@msn.com 
 
Other Positions 
 
2008 Convention/Club 
Correspondence   
  Mike Lewandowski - 623-536-1954 
  conv_secretary@msn.com 
 
Raffles and prizes and Librarian 
  Glenn Sampson - 623-566-9274 
  gksamaz@uno.com 
 
Photo Archivist 
  Jack Slinkard - 623-979-3075 
 
Club Interaction Facilitator 
  Bob Rauperstrauch - 480-753-9690 
  braup@cox.net 
 
Publicity 
 Ennis Thompson - 480-813-0114 
     602-527-0402 
 egtrailroading@aol.com 
 
Rich Hull - 480-802-5308 
rhull10@wbhsi.net 
 
Meeting Host Coordinator 
  Jim Kangas - East Side 
  480-659-1756 
  jkangasat@cox.net 
 
  John Meyers - West Side 
  602-841-7564 
  jtprmeyers@cox.net 
 
Shirt, Badge, & Vest Coordinator 
  Jim Snyder - 480-893-8456 
  jim22@qwest.net 
 
 

New  ABTO Members 
New ABTO members will be posted as dues come in. 

Please make them feel welcome 
The next time you see them  

Changes:   
Dennis Sirrine phone # 480-620-9459 
John Paeth...johnpaeth@msn.com 
John Aichinger—zip is 85249 
Ginnie Morris (2 Rs) 

 Our sincere condolences to the Hulls  
  for the loss of Sharon’s mother. 

 We offer our sympathy to the family at this time.  
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SUMMARY OF UNOFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 
Saturday, December 29 2007 

All ‘08 board members were present.  Tony Vacek, Mike Temen     
ski, Denis Conte, Jim Kangas, and Glenn Sampson 
‘07 Board members present were:  Gerry Pfeiffer, Roy Towne,    
Don Halver,   
Guests were: Ennis Thompson , Rich Hull, Ginny Morris, Dick 
Mullin, Jim Snyder, and Lou Towne. Bob and Sandy Rauper-
strauch (newsletter editor) were on vacation. 
    

 Minutes of the Nov. meeting  were read and approved. 
 Treasurer’s report read by Don Halver  & approved. 
 Old Business:   
   Activities  - Mike Temenski:  No activities at this time. 
  Christmas open House Tours were discussed—
  poor to no publicity as promised by PCH.  
  Meeting planned with PCH for better advertising. 
  New publicity committee, Ennis Thomson  
  and Rich Hull to handle future advertising. 
   Modules - Ennis Thompson/Jim Kangas: no events    
   Phx. Children’s Hospital: Vote was taken and approved 
  to pay Gerry McKenzie   
 Convention -  Rich Hull:  Quarterly meeting Jan 5 
 Newsletter - Sandy to continue as newsletter editor.  No 
  issues - Can always use articles from members. 
 Raffles - Mike Temenski: no info     
  Web Site - Mike L.: not present—no issues. 
 

New  Business:   
 2008 Christmas Party to be held at Iron Works In Glen-

dale. 
 Reservation made for the April Picnic at McCormick/

Stillman 
 After meeting, signature cards were signed and trans-

ferred at the bank. 

ABTO Dues 
are due! 

This is a reminder that ABTO dues are 
due in January and are good for 1 year. 
 
Checks can be made out to ABTO,  
and mailed to:  
      Jim Kangas,  
      ABTO treasurer.  
      9518 E. Greenway St. 
      Mesa, AZ 85207 
  
Please get payments to him NO LATER 
THAN  FEBRUARY 28.  
  
Thanks for your attention to this detail 
and maintaining your membership in 
this fine club, and ….  
 
lets have fun running trains! 

   What’s Cooking ! 
  

Cranberry bread 
 

In a large bowl, beat: 3 eggs 
Add and mix::  2 1/4 c sugar 
   1 cup oil 
   2 c grated Zucchini, drained 
     1 tsp vanilla 
Sift in a separate bowl: 3 c flour 
   2 tsp or more cinnamon 
   1 tsp salt 
   1 1/4 tsp baking powder 
   1 tsp soda 
   1 cup raisins optional 
Add dry ingredients to wet and mix well 
Pour into 2 greased loaf pans 
Use any cranberry relish, preferably fresh and spoon 
into loaf batter.  
Run a knife through once or twice to marble. 
 
Bake at 325 degrees for 1 hour or until done. 
Great use for those leftover holiday cranberries! 

About The Newsletter 

    I get a lot of questions for information that is right here… 
Read the newsletter! 

2006 & 2007 was a record for attendance at meetings and  
had more wives participating—even running for office! 
Thanks to our members for having informative and interest-
ing clinics at meetings.  We have also generated interest 
with the RR hobby by bringing in new members. And that 
helps the overall growth of Garden Railraoding. 
If you have something that you would like me to put in the 
newsletter, please call or email it to me.   Editors discretion. 
I ’ m always looking for interesting train articles. Train re-
lated photos wel- come.  I don ’ t have to be the only 
one taking pictures! 
Thanks for your help and interest in ABTO.  Don ’ t forget to 
seek out new members and make them feel welcome. 
 

Sandy  -  Newsletter Editor,  braup@cox.net 

�  



Photos by Sandy R 
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 ABTO General Meeting 
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Saturday,  January 19 

12:00am - 3:00pm 
  

DENNIS & LIZABETH SIRRINE  
 

 
YOU MUST RSVP 

By January 12 
Lunch and drinks will be provided.   

 
To RSVP, call or email 

Mike Tenmenski  mtemenski@earthlink.net  
Or call 480 659-8410  

 
There will be lots to see and lots  
of fun with great food, socializing,  

and running trains. 
  

January 19 ABTO meeting information 
 

Dennis and Lizabeth Sirrine are very generously hosting the January 19, 2008  
ABTO meeting at their home in Mesa.  If you plan to attend, 

  
             YOU MUST RSVP to Mike Tenmenski or EMAIL: mtemenski@earthlink.net  

By January 12     If you get this snail mail, call Mike ASAP. 
 
Lunch will be provided by Rancho de Tia Rosa Restaurant so you must RSVP as a courtesy. 

No need to bring anything - chairs and tables will be set up. 
 

The meeting time is 12:00 – 3:00pm, (lunch will NOT be served early) but come early if you would like 
to run trains.  Dennis will have several of his trains running on the layout for members to operate, or you 
may bring some of your own to operate. Dennis runs battery powered Air-wire! 
 
Dennis has completed installing the mainline around the rest of the property which added another 1,000 
feet of track and it now takes trains 30 minutes to complete the loop around the layout.  This is quite the 
G-scale layout and is an asset to have on the 2008 convention tours.  
 

 Be ready to participate in fun contests—no need to bring anything! 

Please be courteous and remember to RSVP NOW if you plan to attend. 
$10.00 if you are not on the RSVP list 

For Evaluation Only.
Copyright (c) by Foxit Software Company, 2004 - 2007
Edited by Foxit PDF Editor



ABTO Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Rauperstrauch 

To: 

Arizona Big Train Operators 

ABTO General Meeting January 19, 2008 
Dennis & Lizabeth Sirrine - Mesa, AZ 

  

 ABTO MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

Membership in  Arizona Big Train 
Operators is open to anyone with 
an interest in gardening and creat-
ing, constructing, and operating 
large scale model railways.  At our 
meetings, items of mutual interest 
associated with the hobby are dis-
cussed and demonstrated. 
 Our members represent a wide 
variety of interests ranging from 
gardening, collecting trains, and 
model building,  to operating  
trains in the garden railroad envi-
ronment. 
 
Meetings are typically held at 
member ’ s homes, where they 
have the opportunity to showcase 
their railway  creations. 
Meetings are usually held on the 
3rd Saturday of the month. 

Membership fee is $35 per family, per 
year, and entitles you to one vote per 
family membership. 
Membership entitles you to attend all 
meetings and events and receive the 
monthly ABTO newsletters and one 
name badge.  Additional badges may 
be purchased for $7.00 each.  

Members are encouraged to contribute 
articles, letters, illustrations or photo-
graphs related to garden railroading to 
include in the newsletter. Items may be 
used at a later date. 
 
ABTO Members who have hobby related 
items for sale or trade may submit an 
advertisement for publication at no 
charge using four lines—more if there is 
space; 
name, Item,   Phone # and Email. 
Submissions must be in to the editor by 
the 1st  Saturday of the month by  US 
Mail or Email using WORD. 
 
 

ABTO BOARD MEETING INFORMATION 

Board meetings are usually held on the 
first Saturday of the month. 
 
Board meetings are open to members 
who are current on their dues and have  
an item for the agenda.  If you plan to 
attend, call a board member to confirm 
location, time and date.  

ABTO OBJECTIVES       ABTO NEWS CONTRIBUTIONS 
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