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Building Bridge Abutments
By Bill Nagel
The recent Garden Railways issue included an article describing how to build bridge abutments. The
process consisted mainly of gluing cement products together which are easily obtainable from a local
Home Depot. The finished item is easily assembled, sturdy, economical, and close to scale.

Utilizing the “KISS” principle described in the article, | have come up with an idea for the construction
of bridge pylons, those tall supports that hold up the bridge structures.

The core of the support is the common, ordinary half cinder block—the
one used for backyard walls. It measures about 16” long, 4” deep, and
8” wide. Sometimes they come in two halves that can be glued together.
The photo shows two types of block.

The objective is to conceal all 4 sides of the block with a G- scale type of
simulated stone. | used a Bragdon Enterprise silicon mold that measures
about 12” long x 7" wide x 3/4” deep. This # 9 stone mold is reusable
many times. Utilizing a thick gravy mix of water and either Quick-crete or
Rapid Rock (I use the latter), | pour the mix into the mold. An hour or so
later the mold can be peeled away. The resultant product can then be cut
to size with a masonry cutter and then affixed to the block with block ad- ===
hesive. | might mention that gaps may exist at some corners or where the i : RS- N
panels are joined, but are easily filled by making a thin gravy mixture of the
cement and actually dabbing the gaps with a paint brush. It works!

With the block completely concealed, it is now time to mount it on a base.
The reddish type paving stones, slightly larger than a common brick, work
best. They have slightly rounded edges that look prototypical of an actual
bridge base support. They are affixed to the block utilizing the block ad-
hesive described above.

This procedure may seem complicated, but believe me, it is not. | would
be more than glad to demonstrate it at my home. Just give me a call.
Bill Nagle, 480-899-9054 or work -480-730-7505

You can barely see the train in this photograph!
Almost out of the tunnel, the locomotive actually
passes over itself at Tehachapi Loop in central
California. It is considered one of the seven won-
ders of the railroad world, forming a complete cir-
cle of 3,795 feet in circumference.

Built in 1874, by Southern Pacific, the engineers
were faced with the problem of raising the tracks
2,734 feet from the San Joaquin Valley floor to
the top of the Tehachapi mountain pass of 4,025
feet, in a distance of 16 miles. This was accom-
plished by using many serpentine curves, 18 tun-
nels on a 2.2 % grade, and includes this remark-
able loop. See page 10 for trip details.

Santa Fe, Steel Rails through California
By Donald Duke and Stan Kistler
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2006 CHANDLER OSTRICH FESTIVAL
MARCH 10, 11, & 12

The 2006 Ostrich Festival was “one of a kind” in that we received 143 days
of scattered rain in the space of 36 hours. Since the modules were sitting on
top of a knoll, retention water wasn’t our problem. However, while we looked
down into two retention basins, flooding was taking place right before our eyes.
On Sunday morning, as we all cleaned up for opening, many tents and dis-

1plays had to be moved to higher
4 ground, but attendance was very
.~ good on Sunday.
X We didn’t put the dioramas up for fear of losing some
of them in the storm. The tents worked out just fine and
M running on Sunday attracted quite a crowd.

Even with all of the water, most members would like
to try again next year. As always, everybody is always
nterested in trains and has a story of their own to tell.

' Thanks to all of the members with their help and support
at the show.

From this photo taken on Sunday, March 12, at
the Chandler Ostrich Festival, it is hard to imagine Ennis
that on Saturday, just the day before, the Festival !

was shut down because of 3" of rain. and The Module Gang

Editor's note: This was the most challenging module show ABTO has ever put on. Carol Dunshie of the ABTO Activities
Committee was instrumental in making the arrangements of the show but was not given the “GO “ until a few days be-
fore, leaving the crew on pins and needles until the last minute. As Ennis spoke to more people on the grounds in
preparation, come to find out, they thought we were a kids “Train Fun Ride”, not a train display, which explained our
members coming and going in shifts, and the necessary parking and entrance passes that we needed. Getting the trail-
ers unloaded in the wind, then pulling them in the mud was a challenge. It was a major job fighting traffic while shuffling
our volunteers back and forth from the Bashes’ parking lot for the shift change, but as usual, Ennis ran it like a school
sports event. Ever the “coach” he was there to pull the trailers, see that the modules were set up, staffed as needed, and
that trains were running until the high sign for “tear down”. Did | mention trains running on battery power when the gen-
erators were down? This is an unusual sports team, a group of dedicated ABTO train enthusiasts that have proven they
will do anything to be out there in the wind, rain, and cold, running trains for the public in order to promote the Garden
Railroad hobby. And yes, you read it here, they are ready to do the Ostrich Festival again next year!

ABTO thanks Ennis and “The Module Gang” for their unending enthusiasm, in pulling this one off.

Adobe Mountain -March 25
Adobe Mt. Annual Spring Swap Meet
i is a day to see railroads of all sizes.
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NEWS ARTICLES FROM THE RR WIRE
by Mike Lewandowski

THINKING OF DCC??7?? READY OR NOT,
HERE IT COMES!!!
PART Il

Last month we reviewed the key DCC requirements and features important to

operate in the LS environment, either indoors or outdoors. This month will
focus on two major DCC manufacturers with their products specifics to the Large Scale industry. They in-
clude NCE Engineering ProCab and LGB MTS. Both have their pros and cons. The last part of this article
series will focus on a summary list of pros and cons of all key manufacturers products as they relate to the
Large Scale application.

NCE Power Pro System (www.ncedcc.com/ncetest/nce2.htm)
Complete 5 or 10 Amp DCC System Command Station & Booster Cab

Cables/Connectors

The Power Pro 5 Amp system PH-5 is the most user friendly DCC system on the market. The Pro CabTM
walks you through every operation with clearly labeled buttons and well thought out menu prompts in plain
English on its backlit LCD display. The most often performed operations usually are just a single key press.
The Power Pro is never obsolete. Plug in chips allow you to update the system when they are available. No
need to return the unit to the factory. The Power Pro starter set has everything you need to get DCC
equipped trains up and running (except power transformer). It includes the user friendly Pro CabTM and
Command Station with integral Five Amp power unit. The Quick Start Guide in the system reference man-
ual will have you up and running in less than 20 minutes.

The PH-10 has all the same features as our Power Pro 5 Amp system described previously, but with a
whopping 10 Amps of power for Large Scale (G) layouts. It requires an additional 18V, 10-12 Amp power
supply.

D408SR Decoder

This is a true 4 Amp (12 Amp peak) self contained decoder for large scale with connector friendly wire har-
nesses. Functions supported: headlights, plus seven additional function outputs. All function outputs have
extended effects generators capable of producing Mars lights, Ditch lights, Strobes, Beacons, etc. for each
function output, if desired. Size: 2.35" x 1.2” x 0.35”

D808 High Current Decoder

This Silent Running TM decoder is specifically designed for high stall current large scale locomotives such
as those produced by USA Trains. The decoder has 8 function outputs each capable of %2 Amp and a stall
rating of 30 Amps with 8 Amps average running current. It measures 3.7" x 1.4” x 0.6".

To be continued.
Until Next Month, Happy Railroading!!!!
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A Message from Auctioneer, Jim Kangas !

The March Meeting Auction was a great success thank  sto
all the chocolate served after the lunch at Johnan  d Pat
Meyers’ home. The chocolate high really worked well
John! Great idea!

The auctioneer even found himself bidingonaredp  lastic
box that had the word Pampers embossed on the top!

Of course, our special thanks to all the donors; Pe  te Win-
chester, Mike Lewandowski, Dan Hoag, Roy Towne, Bil |
Nagle, & Jim Snyder.

Jim Kangas made a fine auctioneer with all the Some of the donated items were track, switches,
profits going to ABTO. We'll be doing this again! cars, a signal bridge, paint and misc. train stuff!

Meet the chefs:
Jim Kangas
Glenn Sampson
Rich Hull
Gerry Pfeiffer
All did a fine job
cooking hamburgers
and hotdogs.

It was a beautiful day for a very successful
“Picnic in the Park” at McCormick Stillman Railroad Park.

Plenty of food and yummy desserts at this event, and time to
socialize too.

Thanks Rich Hull for doing a
great job with this event.

John and Pat Meyers enjoy the
train ride with their friends, Ann
and Bob from California.

Put it on your calendar for
next year - it was a fun time

not to be missed!
Some of the ABTO ladies get caught up on

the latest.....well, I'm sure it wasn't train stuff! 3 0




